Greetings, People of God!

Before we get to this week’s eMinder, we have a short FWC “public service announcement.” 

Some of the folks who receive our updates have been asking if FWC has changed locations. The answer is, “only about 200 feet.” We are currently assembling in the Lighthouse Fellowship Hall (“Faith Café”), which is across the street from the main sanctuary, by the children’s church rooms. This is a spiritual exercise that mirrors the biblical “Festival of Booths;” it is a time of intentional dislocation from our routines in order to reflect on God’s providence and to seek his guidance as we head into a New Year.

Observing the Feast of Booths has proven to be an amazing event! God has met us with renewal, focus and inspiration. Throughout this body, people are bearing witness that the Lord has brought FWC into a fresh, new season, a different identity as a congregation. Brothers and sisters are seeing breakthroughs in their personal lives and in our life together as a fellowship. This is the time that we have been seeking from the Lord! Let us maintain open hearts toward the Spirit and to reach for the highest mark of our calling(s) in Christ! 
Now for our update:

Sunday’s installment in our current series, The Standards of Christian Excellence, followed on the heels of last’s weeks’ look at reverence and respect, with an exploration of honor. In order to get a glimpse at the nature of honor, we compared it to what we saw last week about the passive, suppressive functions of respect. We had already seen that in order to demonstrate regard, reverence and respect suppress our own agenda. When we respect a person, institution or event, we curtail our behaviors, giving place to the other. This shows our estimation of the other’s value as higher than our own. Respect follows Jesus’ disposition toward the Father, because it says, in effect, “Not my (expressions, wishes, concerns, impulses, etc.), but yours, be done.”
In comparison, honor is more active. While respect shows regard through a suppressive stance, honor shows regard via an expressive stance. When we show respect, we limit our behaviors in order to give place to another. However, when we honor, we open-up; we engage in behavior with intention, seeking to add significance to another.

Honor fulfills Jesus’ commands to “go the extra mile,” “turn the other cheek” and “give ‘em the shirt off your back” (Matthew 5). Take a moment now to listen to the Lord’s teaching from the Sermon on the Mount and see how the responses that he prescribes give honor to others:
You have heard that it was said, “An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.” But I say to you, offer no resistance to one who is evil. 
When someone strikes you on (your) right cheek, turn the other one to him as well. 
If anyone wants to go to law with you over your tunic, hand him your cloak as well. 
Should anyone press you into service for one mile, go with him for two miles. 
Give to the one who asks of you, and do not turn your back on one who wants to borrow. 
You have heard that it was said, “You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.” But I say to you, love your enemies, and pray for those who persecute you, that you may be children of your heavenly Father, for he makes his sun rise on the bad and the good, and causes rain to fall on the just and the unjust. 

For if you love those who love you, what recompense will you have? Do not the tax collectors do the same? 

And if you greet your brothers only, what is unusual about that? Do not the pagans do the same? 
So be perfect, just as your heavenly Father is perfect. (Matthew 5:38-48 NAB)

Jesus instructs his followers to respond by giving honor when they encounter attempts at injustice, humiliation and oppression. In this teaching, Christ reveals to us how to transform the destructive, dishonoring intentions of others into acts of our own freewill generosity by going beyond the minimum compulsions of demand into the region of gift. As only God’s ways can do, Jesus’ approach grants liberty and dignity to those who are courageous enough to obey him. Jesus-followers cannot be taken from because they give more than what is demanded. They cannot be exploited because they serve voluntarily in excess of any expectations or compulsions. They cannot be abused because they offer humility to those who would belittle them. This makes any would heed Jesus’ words, “free, indeed.” 

However, even though we may believe Jesus’ orders about how we should respond to wrong-doing, the commands themselves often feel wrong to us, on certain levels. The sayings might be familiar, but the disposition behind Jesus’ words is alien; it runs counter both to our instincts and to our societal conditioning. 
Most of us have been socialized into mindsets of “minimum requirements.” We find necessary minimums attached to just about every aspect of what we do. There are minimum terms for leases, minimum amounts for purchases, minimum years of service in contracts, minimum wages, minimum heights, weights, times and lengths. Our society trains us to face these demands with shrewdness. It teaches us to play minimum against minimum in order to maximize our interests. Our world encourages us to practice self--protection in order to negotiate being surrounded with so many minimums. If we follow its ways, we develop habits of yielding only what is absolutely necessary. When learn to respond when confronted with compulsion or obligation, but we respond reluctantly and with only the very least.  
Such a stance can turn the restraint of respect into the withdrawal of sullen silence. This is a disposition of victimization, not of reverence. It gives only what is required and seeks every opportunity or strategy that allows it to give a little less.
While debating with the Pharisees, Jesus soundly criticized this kind of orientation as a pernicious threat to righteousness. He called it out as a legalistic human tactic that is designed to nullify God’s commandment, and he set it in direct contrast to giving honor:

(Jesus) responded, “Well did Isaiah prophesy about you hypocrites, as it is written: 
'This people honors me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me; In vain do they worship me, teaching as doctrines human precepts.’
You disregard God's commandment but cling to human tradition."

He went on to say, 
"How well you have set aside the commandment of God in order to uphold your tradition! For Moses said, 'Honor your father and your mother,' and 'Whoever curses father or mother shall die.' Yet you say, 'If a person says to father or mother, "Any support you might have had from me is qorban"' (meaning, dedicated to God), you allow him to do nothing more for his father or mother. 
You nullify the word of God in favor of your tradition that you have handed on. 
And you do many such things." (Mark 7:6-13 NAB)
Jesus takes the Pharisees to task for finding religiously acceptable pathways that circumvent a basic goal, namely to treat one’s parents with care and consideration. His deeper point is that when we do such things, we show a disregard for God’s honor, regardless of what we may profess about our faith. 
Giving more than minimum care, or making sure not to nullify someone’s intentions reveals the root idea of “weightiness” (Hb. kabed ) that undergirds the biblical concept of honor.  When we give weight to another, we treat that person (or event, institution, or object) with significance. We do not treat the other lightly; we take the other “into account.” This is what honor does; it gives greater weight to the other, greater significance and consideration. Thus, when we honor our parents, we do not yield only the barest support required, nor do we stand passively by waiting for them to “fend for themselves.” Rather, we give active consideration to them, and we initiate behaviors accordingly. In the same way, we give consideration to God; we place weight in his words and do not try to find shrewd ways to yield merely formal adherence. 
In the New Testament, the idea of giving honor is understood to be a foundational characteristic of Christian behavior. In addition to children honoring their parents and believers honoring God, husbands are to “honor their wives as weaker vessels” (1 Peter 3:7). The marginal members of Christ’s body are to be bestowed “greater honor” (1 Corinthians 12:23). Elders are to be honored, especially those who serve well in teaching (1 Timothy 5:17).  Slaves, who faced the greatest indignities of compulsion and exploitation, are exhorted to consider the reputation of God, which was attached to their behavior: 

Let all who are under the yoke of slavery regard their masters as worthy of all honor, so that the name of God and the teaching may not be defamed. Those who have believing masters must not be disrespectful on the ground that they are brethren; rather they must serve all the better since those who benefit by their service are believers and beloved.  (1Timothy 6:1-2 RSV)
1 Peter “connects the dots” from our last few Sundays’ topics clearly. Here, the writer’s summary calls suffering readers to a standard for Christian regard that deeply challenges our culture’s values. Instead of protest or silent withdrawal under Roman Imperial rule, the scripture insists simply and succinctly:

Give honor to all, love the community, fear God, honor the king. (1Peter 2:17 NAB)
Paul tosses the idea of competition on its head as he sets the mark about honor for the believer. Far from passive, he urges believers to get competitive about giving regard to each other, to “outdo each other in showing honor” (Romans 12:10-11). According to Paul, if there is ever to be strategy among Christians, it is to be strategy that sets as its goal the greater esteem of the other. 

This would seem to be the strategy of the “sinful” woman who anointed Jesus’ feet in the house of Simon the Pharisee. Luke 7 records that the Pharisee had invited Jesus to his house to dine. On the surface, Simon’s invitation appears to be an act of courtesy; however, it was far from honoring. As the story progresses, we find out from Jesus that Simon had been passive and had given the barest of minimums. He failed to greet Jesus with a kiss; he did not provide for Jesus’ feet to be washed, and he had not anointed his head with oil. Simon had left Jesus to fend for himself at the dinner party; he had dishonored him by treating him without consideration, by showing the lowest possible minimum of courtesy. 
The sinful woman corrects the lack of Simon’s care. She bathes Jesus’ feet continually with her tears; she anoints his feet with precious ointment; she wipes his feet with her hair and covers those feet with her kisses. She supplies the consideration that the Pharisee left un-provided. 

Jesus told Simon that this was because she had love. He explained that her loving care arose from her forgiveness and Simon’s? Well, the analogy was obvious.

 One of the greatest problems in our society is the pervasive habit of treating people and situations lightly. Self-protection strategies have conditioned us to give little regard and to demand much personal consideration. We are easily offended, quickly indignant and flippantly dismissive of others. Our society encourages us to be actively competitive for place and esteem, and to be passive in the face of demands. We are taught to yield the least regard for others and to do so only when necessary and to the degree required. In the face of any perceived injustice, we are encouraged to protest, resist or subvert. 
But the ways of Jesus are not the ways of the world. Jesus calls us to the highest standard of regard for all, even for those who would dishonor or abuse us. We are to treat each person and situation with weight. We are to give extra place and consideration to all through our words and behaviors. We are to account people as substantial and we are to pursue that which adds to the dignity and esteem of others actively and with intentional strategy. We are to do this in order that we might bring honor to the name of our Lord, “who loved us and gave himself for us.” We are to be honorable people and people who honor. This is the mark of Christian excellence.

May the Lord grant us the courage and strength to walk in his ways, for his honor and glory!

Many Blessings on you all.
See you Sunday!

-Pastor Adam

